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of justice, the answer is apparent. From the
unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only
a few voices survived to bear witness, to hold
the guilty accountable, to honor the memory
of those who were killed. Only if we heed
these brave voices can we build a bulwark
of humanity against the hatred and indiffer-
ence that is still all too prevalent in this world
of ours.

I’m struck by another question Mr.
Wiesenthal once posed: How does one ex-
plain to a young person what freedom means
when he has been born to freedom? Answer-
ing this question is our common moral re-
sponsibility and our enduring challenge.

Mr. Wiesenthal is 91 years old now, and
he had a little fall last week and, regrettably,
couldn’t be here with us today. He’s all the
way over in Europe, in Vienna, but he is lis-
tening to us by telephone. Rabbi Marvin Hier
will receive the award on his behalf. We
thank him for a lifetime of service and exam-
ple and reminder and for the astonishing
work of the Wiesenthal Center. And after the
citation has been read, I want you to have
a little extra umphf in your applause so he’ll
be able to hear it all the way over in Europe.

Commander, read the citation.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. You know, today’s hon-
orees come from an astonishing array of
backgrounds. Their experiences and their
service are remarkably different. Yet they
share in common a devotion to freedom and
its expansion, to being good citizens, to serv-
ing their fellow human beings. Everyone in
our country has been enriched by the service
of everyone on this stage.

President Johnson said when he first pre-
sented this award that no words could add
to the distinction of the men and women
being honored today; rather, their names add
distinction to this award. Even more, I be-
lieve, that is true today. They have added dis-
tinction, richness, depth, and freedom to
American life. For that, the rest of us are
proud, ennobled, and grateful.

Hillary and I again want to thank you all
for coming. We ask you to join us now in
the State Dining Room for a reception. But
first I ask you to express your support and

gratitude once more for this remarkable
group of citizens. [Applause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:42 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); former Senator Bob Dole; and
Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean, Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter.

Statement on the Surgeon General’s
Report on Tobacco

August 9, 2000

A new report today by the Surgeon Gen-
eral demonstrating that we can cut tobacco
use in half over the next decade lends strong
new impetus to our fight against the dangers
of cigarette smoking. Over 400,000 Ameri-
cans die every year from tobacco-related dis-
eases. Every day, 3,000 children under the
age of 18 start smoking, and 1,000 will have
their lives cut short as a result. Today’s report
not only underscores the urgency of reducing
tobacco use—the single leading cause of pre-
ventable death and disease in the United
States—but also provides powerful scientific
evidence about the wide range of effective
tools available to get the job done.

Vice President Gore and I have worked
hard to protect our Nation’s children from
the dangers of tobacco. Today I again urge
Congress to provide FDA with the authority
to protect our Nation’s children and to fund
my budget initiatives to reduce youth smok-
ing. I also call on Congress to support the
Department of Justice lawsuit to recover the
taxpayer costs of tobacco-related illness by
holding the tobacco industry accountable for
the harm it has caused. When Congress re-
turns in September, it will have another op-
portunity to join us in making the health of
our children a priority by rejecting the inter-
ests of big tobacco and letting the American
taxpayers have their day in court.

Today’s report also reinforces the impor-
tance of comprehensive State tobacco control
efforts, which have demonstrated powerful
results in reducing tobacco use in leading
States. I renew my call for more States to
use the resources available from the State
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tobacco settlement on efforts to reduce
smoking among our young people.

Statement on Terrorist Violence in
Spain
August 9, 2000

On behalf of all Americans, I wish to ex-
press my condolences to the families of the
recent victims of terrorist violence in Spain.
We stand with the people of Spain who con-
demn these cowardly acts and hope the per-
petrators will be brought swiftly to justice.
There is no place for violence and terrorism
in the pursuit of political goals.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, FY 2001
August 9, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4576,
the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, FY 2001.’’ The bill approves funds to
cover the Department’s most critical needs,
consistent with my request that reflected my
strong commitment to our Nation’s security.
Our high military readiness must remain our
top national security priority.

H.R. 4576 provides funding for all critical
Defense activities—pay and other quality of
life programs, readiness, and weapons mod-
ernization. The bill fully funds key com-
pensation initiatives, including my request
for a 3.7 percent pay increase for military
personnel. I am pleased that the conferees
agreed to provide full funding for a new
pharmacy benefit for military retirees over
the age of 65. This funding will ensure that
those who dedicated their lives to military
service benefit from comprehensive pre-
scription drug coverage. I urge the Congress
to provide a similar benefit to all retirees
through the Medicare program. Additionally,
the bill funds my requests for training, spare
parts, equipment maintenance, and base op-
erations—all items essential to military readi-
ness.

I am also pleased that H.R. 4576 fully
funds key modernization programs such as
the F–22 fighter aircraft, the CVN–77 Nu-

clear Aircraft Carrier, and National Missile
Defense. Finally, Public Law 106–246, the
Emergency Supplemental Act, FY 2000, re-
pealed provisions that were contained in the
1997 bipartisan budget agreement that would
have shifted certain VA and SSI payments
from FY 2000 to FY 2001. I am pleased that
the bill does not reverse the repeal of these
provisions and thus ensures that recipients
will receive their payments on time.

Unfortunately, H.R. 4576 goes beyond
what is necessary, providing funding for a
host of unrequested programs at the expense
of other core Government activities. It pro-
vides $287.5 billion in discretionary budget
authority for programs funded by this bill.
This funding level is $3.2 billion above my
request, and $17.5 billion above the FY 2000
enacted level. My budget correctly addressed
our most important FY 2001 military needs.
Additionally, while the bill, in its entirety,
provides sufficient funds to meet known con-
tingency operations costs for FY 2001, it re-
sorts to an emergency funding technique to
meet the Appropriations Subcommittee allo-
cation; it includes about $1.8 billion of stand-
ard operation and maintenance funding,
which was requested in the FY 2001 Budget
on a nonemergency basis, as FY 2000 emer-
gency supplemental funding, of which $1.1
billion will be used to forward fund FY 2001
contingency operations in Kosovo, Bosnia,
and Southwest Asia. Moreover, half of the
funding for the pharmacy benefits for mili-
tary retirees over the age of 65 is designated
as an emergency.

Regrettably, the bill also denies or reduces
the necessary funds for key programs in-
cluded in my request. The resulting cuts are
troubling. I am disappointed that the bill
does not fund the chemical weapons destruc-
tion facility at Shchuch’ye, Russia, which is
vital to our security and international non-
proliferation efforts. The significant cuts in
the bill to both our Cooperative Threat Re-
duction Defense and Military Contacts pro-
gram and the Partnership for Peace program
will noticeably undermine these initiatives. I
am also concerned that the bill makes reduc-
tions to my request for the Joint Strike Fight-
er and LPD–17 amphibious ship program.

Lastly, the bill does not fund the $324 mil-
lion a year required for wage credits to Social
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